








In 2047 2016 the effort began to preserve the sign and restore it, rather than replace it. The sign
was refurbished and dedicated anew in May 2019. The refurbished sign includes the restored
neon lighting and retains the green background with white lettering, likely dating to the 1960's.
Full details and background can be found in the application.

IX.

X.

FINDINGS IN CONFORMANCE WITH CRITERIA:

A. Designation Criteria for Historic Districts/Landmarks ~ Section 13.441.

A Historic District, a Conservation District, and a Landmark may be recommended for
designation by the Historical Buildings and Sites Commission and designated by the
City Council, providing all the following criteria are addressed during consideration by
the review body.

Criterion 1: The designation of a District or Landmark serves the purpose of this section.

HBSC Response: Satisfied. The purpose of Section 13.400, Historic Districts, is to
effect and accomplish the protection, enhancement and perpetuation of such
improvements which are reflective of the City’s cultural, social economic, political and
architectural history. The inclusion of the Redwood Empire Sign will serve to meet the
intent of the historic preservation ordinance for the cultural impact it offers.

Criterion 2: The boundaries of a District are adequate and suitable for designation.

HBSC Response: Not Applicable. The request is for Local Landmark status of the
Redwood Empire Sign, rather than a new District.

Criterion 3: Consideration of the positive and negative effects of the designation upon
residents, businesses or property owners of the area.

HBSC Response: Satisfied. The sign is prominently displayed on the north end of
Caveman Bridge, visible to all drivers and pedestrians headed south across the Rogue
River. It is an emblem of the City and represents an era of local history. Designation as a
Local Landmark will have a positive impact on the character of the City and serve to
further the appreciation of the early days of tourism in the region.

Criterion 4. Consideration of the historic character, value, context, and integrity of the
proposed District or Landmark.

HBSC Response: Satisfied. The Redwood Empire sign represents one aspect of the
historic character of the City, highlighting the impact of the automobile on the growth of
the region. The context and integrity of the sign is backed by verified sources through
historical accounts and photographs.

DECISION AND SUMMARY:

The Historic Buildings and Sites Commission APPROVED the recommendation for approval of
the Historic Local Landmark request to the City Council. The vote was unanimous, 6-0, with
Commissioners Warren, Pell, Ford, McConnell, Richardson and Miller voting in favor.
Commissioner Holzinger was absent.

303-00110-20 ~ Historic Local Landmark Designation 3
Redwood Empire Sign ~ Type IV-B, Findings of Fact



XI. FINDINGS APPROVED BY THE HISTORICAL BUILDINGS AND SITES COMMISSION
this 14" day of January, 2021.

Ward Warren, Chair
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January 14, 2021 HBSC Agenda ltem 6.a.: Draft Letter v.2: Invite to become a local landmark

Date
Property Owner

Re: Parcel Number and Address

Dear Property Owner,

The Historical Buildings and Sites Commission (HBSC) would like to invite you to consider designation of your
property at xxxx as a Local Landmark.

A Local Landmark is a designation for any structure or site 50 years old or older, which has a special character,
value, historic or aesthetic interest, and represents the heritage of the City.

While Grants Pass has a designated Downtown Historic District, a Local Landmark can be located anywhere in the
City and is not restricted to being located within the boundaries of the Historic District.

Grants Pass is known as a City with a rich history and active citizens who work to preserve our history. Designating
new Local Landmarks enhances the character of the City and provides protections for the conservation of the
special character and historic value of your property.

Local Landmarks are protected through a review process that includes review and guidance for alterations to the
exterior of the structure. With the purpose of protecting the resources that reflect the City’s cultural, social,
economic, political and architectural history, the HBSC works with property owners to conserve their properties
for increased value to both the owner and the City as a whole.

Designation of your property as a Local Landmark starts with an application to the Community Development
Department. There is no cost to the property owner to apply for the Local Landmark designation. A narrative
describing the property and the history known to you, along with a few digital photos can get the process started.

Once your property is designated as a Local Landmark, if you decide to alter the exterior of the structure, the
changes must comply with the Elements of Compatibility listed in Section 13.453 of the Grants Pass Development
Code (GPDC). (Repair and maintenance that replace the existing exterior without change, do not require review.)
This section of the GPDC is attached to this letter for your information. If your proposed changes meet the
requirements as outlined in the Development Code, no review is required. If your proposed changes do not follow
the Elements of Compatibility guidelines, they will have to go before the HBSC for review. The review fee for 2021
is $221.55. An HBSC review can take between a few weeks and several weeks, depending on when your
application is submitted. The HBSC meets the second Tuesday of each month, and materials for review must be
received at least two weeks prior to the meeting.

Please let me know if you have any further questions or would like help in starting the application process.

Sincerely,
Bradley Clark Ward Warren
Community Development Director Chair, HBSC

Historic Preservation Officer



